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PER I SON FACILITIES THREE TINES ANO THE SMALLER FACILITIES . 
TWICE. THE RED CROSS WISHES TO EXPAND ITS FOOD AND RELIEF 
PROGRAM FOR DESTITUTE DETAINEES. MANY OF WHOM HAVE NO 
FUHOS TO BUT THE SUPPLEMENTAL FCCO STUFFS II! THOSE PRISONS 
WHERE SUCH SALES ARE ALLOWED. THE RED CROSS ALSO WISHES 
TO EXPAND ITS FOOD DELIVERY PROGRAM TO THE FAMILIES OF 
DETAINED PRISONERS. BECAUSE OF THE POLITICAL PROBLEMS 
INVOLVED, THE RED CROSS CANNOT DEPEND ON IT S AffGEN 
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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS APPEAL FOR SUPPORT 

FOR ARGENTINE PROGRAM 

REF: A) GENEVA 993$; B) GENEVA 10238 

1. I URGE THE DEPARTMENT'S SUPPORT FOR THE RED CROSS 
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE'S HUMANITARIAN EFFORTS IN 
ARGENTINA. T HE IC RC REPORTS TO US T hat after a cti'Pbv 
BEG INNING, lt YAS'~ffACHErAPHEEH!.!!t WITH THE ARGENTINE 
GOVFRm^TT-rHrA U. 6w inE~ I CAcHf Ul I RR3V1TF ANO FR7F ACCESS 

ARGEN nN~E*^JAIls'. AS W rj^TKVR IC^Io'MAKE. 

RTrrrf ~l g I T 5 tTpriTons and permission to oistrirutf 

SUPP nrrT^F^IIDj TO DESTITUTE CEiAINESS AND THE I 
F^MfrUS .' THE RED CROSS' ROLE IN 1RYING 10 IMPROVE* 
ThT?SySICAL ANO PSYCHOLOGICAL^ CONDITIONS UNDER 
WHICH *HQHCRI«IIIAL PR1S0NEP.S“'ARE HELD IS A VITAL 
HUMANITARIAN EFFORT WHICH DESERVES OUR FULL SUPPORT. 



1 T KE RED CROSS HAS BEGUN TO 
HAVE ACCESS TO POL I TICAlTr I SOMERS BEING HELD AT THE 
DISPOSITION OF HILITARY AUTHORITY l“DAM'') IN REGULAR 
PENAL INSTITUTIONS WHOSE DETENTION IS NOT REGISTERED 
OR OFFICIALLY ACKNOWLEDGED BY GOA. SO FAR, THE ICRC HAS 
SEEN ABOUT S0 OAM PRISONERS IN CORDOBA, 9 IN RAWSON ANO . 
20 111 RESISTEIICIA. (FROM OTHER SOURCES THE EMBASSY HAS I, 
LEARNED THAT THERE ARE UNDER $00 UNRECQA « 1 7rn Pumices I 

INARG ENTIHE rffHTjm CAMPS . WE BELIEVE THAT THIS GROUP / I 
iTTmIX OF THOSE RECENTLY DISAPPEARED WHOSE ULTIMATE j I 
FATE HAS NOT YET OEEN DETERMINED, COLLABORATORS BEING 
HELD FOR THEIR SAFETY ANO OTHER UNDETERMINED CATEGORIES.) 


6. IN SUMMARY, THE RED CROSS EFFORT HERE IS MAKING AN 
IMPORTANT CONCRETE HUMANITARIAN CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
ENHANCEMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THIS COUNTRY. REGARDING THE 
RECOGNITION OF CLANDESTINE PRISONERS, THE REO CROSS' 
CONTRIBUTION HAS MAJOR POLICY SIGNIFICANCE. WE STRGIJGLY 
ENDORSE THE REO CROSS' SPECIAL APPEAL FOR ADDITIONAL 
FUNDS FOR ITS ARGENTINE PROGRAM ANO BELIEVE SIGNIFICANT 
USG SUPPORT IS WARRANTED, THE AMBASSADOR, WHO I S ' 
PRESENTLY IN WASHINGTON, CONCURS. 
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3. THE ICRC S CENTRAL TRACING AGENCY'S WORK HERE IS 
IMPORTANT IN THE EFFORT TO ESTABLISH AN ACCURATE HUMBER 
OF QUOTE DISAPPEARED UNOUOTE IN ARGENTINA. REFTEL B 
REPORTS THAT THE CURRENT ICRC FILES CONTAIN MORE THAN 
20,000 CARDS OF DETAINED ANO MISSING PERSONS IN 
ARGENTINA. THE ICRC IS PLANNING TO RELEASE SOON A LIST 

OF BOO WELL-DOCUMENTED DISAPPEARANCE CASES, A NUMBER OF II 
WHOM DIO HOT APPEAR IN THE MAY LA PRENSA ADVERTISEMENT. \\ 

4. THE ICRC HAS BEEN TRULY RESPONSIVE TO THE NEEDS OF 
DETAINEES AND THEIR FAMILIES. IN SOME ARMY COHHAHO AREAS 
IN ARGENTINA, THE ICRC REPRESENTATIVE IS THE ONLY 
CONTACT THAT APRISONER HAS WITH THE OUTSIDE WORLD. SUCH 
VISITS ARE OF ENORMOUS PSYCHOLOGICAL SUPPORT TO THE 
BETAIHEEES, AS WELL AS THEIR FAMILIES. THE ICRC 
COMMUNICATES WITH EACH FAMILY AS REOUESTEO BY THE DETAINEE. 

IN MANY PRISONS, THE RED CROSS DOCTOR IS THE MAJOR SOURCE 
OF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE TO THE DETAINEES, 

5. THE REGIONAL OFFICE WILL EXPAND ITS ARGENTINE PROGRAM. 

IN 1978, THE ICRC DELEGATES PLAN TO VISIT THE LARGE 
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